Picture Exchange Communication System
(PECS)

Efficacy Rating
Level #2

An intervention for teaching functional communication within a social context (e.g., requesting) using inherent
non-social rewards (i.e., getting the requested item)

What is it?

A functional communication program that circumvents
problems typically associated with traditional
communication program that require prerequisite
attending, motor & verbal imitation skills, pointing, having
a listener to respond to a point or sign, etc. ltis
grounded in behavioral and communication principles that
effectively use reinforcers via the application of requests
situations vs. labeling situations; begins & emphasizes
spontaneous communication; avoids prompt dependency;
& doesn’t require intensive training prior to initiation. The
primary goal is functional, spontaneous communication.

What are the components?
Six phases used to establish communication:

Phase I: Physical Exchange

Phase Il Expanding Spontaneity

Phase Il Picture Discrimination

Phase IV: Sentence Structure (using “l want”)
Phase V: Responding to “What do you want?”
Phase VI: Responsive & Spontaneous Commenting

(e.g.,Isee __,lhave )

Efficacy:

Case study of a NV 36-month-old &7 year old with
ASD; began using speech in conjunction with PECS
during 4th month of TX (Bondy & Frost, 1994)

66 preschool children using PECS for 1 year; 25
children used speech & pxs; 41 used speech alone;
76% developed speech (Bondy & Frost, 1994)
Frequency of spontaneous language & duration of
social interaction with peers for a 6 year old with
autism using PECS (Kravitz et al., 2002)

20 children with autism &other learning difficulties; all
but 1 used PECS to request; 11 used sentence strips;
9/20 verbalizations; 7 use words (Liddle, 2001)

31 children (3 to 6 years;16 with ASD); all learned
PECS with various partners within 3 to 28 months
(Schwartz et al., 1998)

6 children (55 to 70 months, 5 with ASD); all learned
PECS within 6 months & spoken language, eye
contact & use of each other’'s names (Webb, 2000)

3 children with ASD mastered PECS rapidly & words
& grammar (Ganz & Simpson, 2004 etc).




Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) Resources and Information
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Tools, Materials, Curriculum:

CD-ROM to use in Picture Exchange Communication System
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